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What is the Bible? 

• OT (39) + NT (27), ordered by theme, chronology, and authorship 

• Divinely inspired: God is the author, the people were the pen 

• Illustrations: covenant between God and people, love letter from God to 
us, GPS, owner’s manual, first aid kit, God’s yearbook 

• Biblical Metaphors: inspired writings (2 Tim 3:16), truth (John 17), soul 
mirror (James 1), food/milk/honey (Deut. 8:1-3, Matt. 4:4, Hebrews 5:11-
14, Psalm 19), living/active (Hebrews 4:14), sword of the spirit (Eph. 6), 
Light/illumination, wisdom (Psalm 119:105), seed sown in soil (Mark 4) 

• Key Analogies for proper perspective and approach:  
o encyclopedia < library … textbook < newspaper 
o self-help < stories … playbook < game film  
o wall < window  … timely + timeless 
o OT = NT concealed …  NT = OT revealed 

Can we trust the Bible? 

• Eye-witness accounts, archaeology, abundance of manuscripts 

• Complex, deep, profound, simple, convicting; fulfilled prophecies 
How to study the Bible 

• Know the reference system, don’t forget about Table of Contents 

• Pray—God’s Holy Spirit brings clarity and conviction 

• Context (historical, literary; use commentaries, use the Bible) 

• Observation (like a reporter, just the facts), pray 

• Meaning (author, intended audience, one interpretation), pray 

• Application, pray—God’s Holy Spirit guides and directs 
Where to start 

• Rookie: start w/the Gospel of John and read/mediate on 1 chapter/day 
for 3 weeks 

• Veteran: Read Ephesians once per day for 2 weeks. 

• Captain: Memorize Philippians 3 in 1 month 
What to remember 

• Worth your time (great minds, much of history and western society) 

• All about Jesus, and how our story fits in w/His story. Luke 24:25-27 

• Soak this up: John 1:1-4 and 1st Corinthians 1:17-31 

• Why read it? It’s how God saves and sanctifies us. Through reading His 
Word, we see and savor God, are then transformed into His image, and 
sent out as His ambassadors to help others do the same 

Questions? 

Personal Enrichment Opportunity – Read the right side of this handout, explore 
some of the listed websites, get one of the recommended books, and discuss with 
other people. 

Question: "How and when was the canon of the Bible put together?" 

 

Answer: The term "canon" is used to describe the books that are divinely inspired and therefore 

belong in the Bible. The difficult aspect of determining the Biblical canon is that the Bible does 

not give us a list of the books that belong in the Bible. Determining the canon was a process, 

first by Jewish rabbis and scholars, and then later by early Christians. Ultimately, it was God 

who decided what books belonged in the Biblical canon. A book of Scripture belonged in the 

canon from the moment God inspired its writing. It was simply a matter of God convincing His 

human followers which books should be included in the Bible. 

 

Compared to the New Testament, there was very little controversy over the canon of the Old 

Testament. Hebrew believers recognized God’s messengers, and accepted their writings as 

inspired of God. There was undeniably some debate in regards to the Old Testament canon. 

However, by A.D. 250 there was nearly universal agreement on the canon of Hebrew Scripture. 

The only issue that remained was the Apocrypha…with some debate and discussion continuing 

today. The vast majority of Hebrew scholars considered the Apocrypha to be good historical 

and religious documents, but not on the same level as the Hebrew Scriptures. 

 

For the New Testament, the process of the recognition and collection began in the first centuries 

of the Christian church. Very early on, some of the New Testament books were being 

recognized. Paul considered Luke’s writings to be as authoritative as the Old Testament (1 

Timothy 5:18; see also Deuteronomy 25:4 and Luke 10:7). Peter recognized Paul’s writings as 

Scripture (2 Peter 3:15-16). Some of the books of the New Testament were being circulated 

among the churches (Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27). Clement of Rome mentioned at 

least eight New Testament books (A.D. 95). Ignatius of Antioch acknowledged about seven 

books (A.D. 115). Polycarp, a disciple of John the Apostle, acknowledged 15 books (A.D. 108). 

Later, Irenaeus mentioned 21 books (A.D. 185). Hippolytus recognized 22 books (A.D. 170-

235).  

 

The New Testament books receiving the most controversy were Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 

John, and 3 John. The first “canon” was the Muratorian Canon, which was compiled in A.D. 

170. The Muratorian Canon included all of the New Testament books except Hebrews, James, 

and 3 John. In A.D. 363, the Council of Laodicea stated that only the Old Testament (along 

with the Apocrypha) and the 27 books of the New Testament were to be read in the churches. 

The Council of Hippo (A.D. 393) and the Council of Carthage (A.D. 397) also affirmed the 

same 27 books as authoritative. 

 

The councils followed something similar to the following principles to determine whether a 

New Testament book was truly inspired by the Holy Spirit: 1) Was the author an apostle or 

have a close connection with an apostle? 2) Is the book being accepted by the Body of Christ at 

large? 3) Did the book contain consistency of doctrine and orthodox teaching? 4) Did the book 

bear evidence of high moral and spiritual values that would reflect a work of the Holy Spirit? 

Again, it is crucial to remember that the church did not determine the canon. No early church 

council decided on the canon. It was God, and God alone, who determined which books 

belonged in the Bible. It was simply a matter of God convincing His followers of what He had 

already decided upon. The human process of collecting the books of the Bible was flawed, but 

God, in His sovereignty, despite our ignorance and stubbornness, brought the early church to 

the recognition of the books He had inspired. 

 

Recommended Resource: The Reason for God by Tim Keller, The Canon of Scripture by F.F. 

Bruce. The Big Book of Bible Difficulties by Geislier & Howe, How to Read the Bible For All 

Its Worth by Gordan Fee, The Bible by God. 

 

Recommended Links: www.gotquestions.org/questions_Bible.html, www.carm.org/bible.htm, 

www.biblemap.org, www.probe.org, http://aia-brown.org/resources/bible/  

 

 

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=1258
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=1258
http://www.gotquestions.org/questions_Bible.html
http://www.carm.org/bible.htm
http://www.biblemap.org/
http://www.probe.org/
http://aia-brown.org/resources/bible/

